AMERICANS   AL.L,

fact, we've got one Communist in Rhinebeck. He put
up a red flag last Memorial Day, and what happened?
What happened was that O'Brien simply went and
took it down, and told his wife she " ought to know
better than to let him do that/' He's a good bit like
our village atheist used to be when I was a kid. We
sometimes say, "Oh, yes, we've got a Communist I "
the way the guides in the Adirondacks say, " Oh, yes,
we've got bears," but we don't bother to hate him any
more than the mountaineer hates his bears. And we
never think of trapping or shooting him.

One reason we accept and absorb our " foreigners "
as " neighbours " in this particular township, and make
good or bad Republicans or Democrats out of all of
them, is that obviously we are a rural, non-industrial
community. We have literally no factories. Our prin-
cipal products are fruit, milk, farm produce, and
violets. We are an agricultural town in an agricultural
county. Another reason is that foreign-born residents
compose only 15 per cent of our total population. We
are not overcrowded by them, or by ourselves or any-
body. We have room to turn round, breathe, and shoot
a rabbit. Our hardware stores, hard-liquor stores,
banks, general grocers, and meat-markets are owned
and run by Yankees, which in Rhinebeck means pre-
Revolutionary English-German-Dutch, and always will
be. Most of the fruit and dairy farms, and market
gardens too. Our Polish, Italian, Scandinavian, and
more recent German farm groups are small and scat-
tered Take my own back farm road where I raise
berries and try to write books. I was asking Ma Kilmer
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